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ANNOUNCMENT: 

 CHAP HEARINGS DURING THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

 

CHAP staff has been working hard with the Planning and Law Departments to create the ability to 

legally and equitably hold a virtual hearing in order to continue with our important business.  We have 

crafted a way forward that is legal and equitable to our constituents.   

 

The first issue stems from the Baltimore City Historic Preservation Rules and Regulations that clearly 

state we will hold hearings in the Phoebe Stanton Board Room*.  We propose holding a limited virtual 

CHAP hearing on April 14 with the sole purpose to amend CHAP’s Rules and Regulations.  This will 

allow us to hold virtually a regular CHAP hearing on May 12th. 

 

The second issue is to ensure that all stakeholders can participate in the hearing.  We want to make sure 

applicants can present their case to the commission, voice their opinion, and to ask and answer questions 

of the Commission.  We also want to make sure that all stakeholders can testify and voice their opinion.  

CHAP will be using the City’s technology that will allow us to run (and manage) a virtual hearing.  No 

one will be present at the Planning Department, including staff and commissioners.  Everyone will 

participate remotely.  All one will need is a computer with video and audio OR a cell phone.  CHAP 

staff will also make other accommodations for people who do not have a cell phone or computer.  Staff 

will share with the Commission in advance any written or verbal testimony.  We are still receiving mail 

and phone calls to the office.   

 

In addition, staff will be posting on our website directions and materials ahead of time at 

chap.baltimorecity.gov .  So please, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact CHAP at 410-

396-4866.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eric Holcomb 
Division Chief, Historical and Architectural Preservation 
Executive Director, Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 
City of Baltimore │Department of Planning 
Phone: 443-984-2728│Fax: 410-244-7358 
chap.baltimorecity.gov 
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*Below, please find two sections from the CHAP Rules and Regulations.  The first (section 1.5.2) states 

where and when CHAP will hold its hearings.  Sections 1.11 and 1.12 guides CHAP in amending the 

Rules and Regulations. 

 

1.5 MEETINGS   

  

2. Regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of each month. Regular meetings shall be held 

in the Phoebe Stanton Conference Room, Department of Planning, 8th Floor, 417 E. Fayette Street. 

Regular meetings shall be held at a time chosen in the beginning of each year by the Commissioners. 

Staff shall give Commissioners ample notice of any changes in the meeting schedules. 

 

1.11 AMENDMENTS   

  

2. Amendments to these rules of procedure may be introduced at any meeting of the Commission and 

voted at any subsequent regular meeting, passage requiring majority vote of the Commissioners.   

 

1.12 VARIANCE   

  

Upon agreement of the members present at a regular meeting, these procedures may be modified for 

extenuating circumstances. 


